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50pI anarchistnews and views 

POSHES FIGHT BACK 



A s wt go to prcis, ovet il),OOS3 
posta] worlreris ak on wildcai 
Ecrikc. Thts strike hsi rapidly 
spread across the countiy in a short 
period of rime, Tliii diipute is mainly 
over perms and conditioni, after rhc 
Commiioicaiion Wtirker''s Union’s 
(CWTJ) ballot over national scrike 
accion was lost tite Roj-a I Ma il 
managemenc have rricd to press ahead 
wich 'moderniiarioci’ of the service. 
‘Moderiiisarion'' of course being 
destruction of the union, wage cues and 
slashing up to ,3O,,00C? iobs. 

Walkouts began after the suspension 
of siTtteen dritxrs m West London w^ho 
refused to deliver mail door co door, 
but have now spread to much of rJie 
country with most sorting offices closed 
across rlie capiral and in many odier 
Eowns, around 1.^ of Britain's postal 
areas are closed because of wildcat 
accion. Sonriiig offices in OKford 
walked out w^hen they noriced 
managers try to trick them into sorting 
mail desiined for their striking 
counter-parts in London. Scottish posial 
workers are set to (oining the strike 
soon, as many posties arc deciding co 
srop being picked off one by one, one 
sorting office at a time and face up to 
management head-on, rogeEher. 

Tht; CWU is currently negoriaring 
with the Royal X-iail managejnenr to cry 
and resolve the dispute and have been 
accused by Adam Crozicr (Royal \4ail 
Chief EKCcutive) of encoutaging the 
unofficial strikes. The Royal Mail have 
been seeking legal advice to try and 
prosccuEe the CWU under anri-union 
laws^ this will probably the laws most 
significant tese since the Royal Mail 
successfully challenged the OK‘'U's right 
CO hold strikes without bailors in 1 
Officially the CWU has attempted to 
disPance itself from che dispute and has 


faxed Ictrers condemning each instance 
of wildcat strikes, but a number of 
local officials have been seen on picket 
lines, and che Royal Mail claim chat the 
CWU has twen orchesFcating escalation 
of die strike hehiud the scenes. One 
thing chat is clear is thar postal workers 
across the councry are clearly unhappy 
with cheir working conditions and it is 
really important that we show 
solidarity tvith them and support chcir 
struggle. 

In attempts to discourage and 
intimidate strikers senior Royal Mail 
staff have asked matragement at sorting 
offices to film and photograph picket 
lines and meetings. Thete have even 
been cases of bosses hiring ‘'bouncers' 
to rr-y and physically incimidate pickets. 
In some areas Dairy bosses have offered 
the services of milkmen as scab labour. 

Recause the strike’s unofficial rherc 
isn’t any scrike pay, so it try to gee 
down lo your local picker line co show^ 
solidarity, and sec up a collection at 
your workplace, neighbourhood or 
university. To find out where your 
nearest sorting of fice is call 1)8457 
21J.\44 and ask for ‘Royal Mail'. 

Jim M. 

tie sitijaticin wiDi the £tr1hie Is chanpg 
30 to ketp In toudi with the latest 
iteve^lo•}MlneIlts. see www.ewagBf.netv'neviiswjie 

* The workplace is a battlefield Itetween 
workers and bosses for control. Control 
over who determines wages and condi¬ 
tions. Control over hou- and when people 
work. Sometimes workers have the 
upper hand, more recently bosses have. 
The onslaught on worker's pension 
rights is one recenc example of this. Of 
course even wJien rhe bosses have the 
upper hand workers still find ways 
around subverring procedures and 
rules. While strike levels have fallen, the 


number of workers taking ‘sickies ' has 
risen. Taking a day off sick when you 
are not is as much a form of action as 
an overtime ban. It should be noted 
though char sickness levels amongst 
workers have groivn also because of 
genuine ill health jincluding stress) as 
bosses have tried co spueeie more and 
more cue of their work forces. 

In IQOl some 13 million days were 
losr (hrough official strike action. In 
1 ?72 nearly 14 million were. The 
actual number of disputes taking place 
is under two hundred iLt. a handful of 
major dispuces make up mosr of the 
days lost). During the l^SOs, 'fiOs and 
'7{k, three thousand, four thousand, 


five thousand or more workplaces were 
hit by actions every yea.r. 

Very few workers are curtcncly 
involved in disputes, although the 
number is rising. It is also sobering to 
note that in the private sector just one 
in five workers belong to a union. Even 
where rhere are disputes workers cross 
picket lines. There is a job to be done 
arguing for-solidarity and building the 
confidence of workers. 

To be more posirive though it does 
seem that the spirit of revolt is building 
amongst some workers, 'v.'hich could 
and should help, lay rhe foundations 
for increased class-consciousness. 

Hie authoritarian left senses that they 


will be able to benefit from the upturn 
in militancy. The Socialist Workers' 
Party (SWPj dominated Socialist 
Alliance has organised a Convention of 
the trade union left for 7th February in 
London. Topics for discussion include 
‘who should we vote for ai the ncxr 
election?’ and 'whar should we do 
about political funds’. This is clearly 
another crude attempt to take union 
members money and channel it into the 
StKialist Alliance. 

Anarchists do not see strikes as an 
opportunity to sell papers or recruit 
people. Our solidarity is genuine but we 
cannot leave the field clear for the likes 
of the S‘WT. 


DOWN THE TUBE 


BUSH IN LONDON 


n 17th October a Piccadilly line 
I ■ underground train crashed, while 
less than hours later a train 
derailed at Camden., Later three 
thousand more people were stranded 
on the V^ictoria Line and had to be 
evacuated. 

Several people were injured in these 
lEhiidcnts - which, along with a crash 
on the Central line several months ago, 
coincidentally followed the privatisa- 
non of large sections of che Underground 
network. 

The maintenance of the lines was 
sold off to TWO corporanons - Merronet 
and Tube Lanes. 

After the Camden crash tube drivers 
sraged an imprompru go-slow, reducing 
rheir speed to past ten miles per hour in 
some areas to ensure safety. The RMT 
will also be balloting for Christmas 


strike aaion against the bos5eE'‘ poor 
safety' policies. 

A leaked report today showed that 
Tube bosses were told sik montlis ago 
that safety measures were inadequate 
and ultrasonic equipment was needed 
to detect broken rails - the cause of the 
Piccadilly crash. The report also 
showed bosses knew there are nearly 
eight thousand faults in the system. But 
of course for private companies profits 
will always coiete first, and the safety of 
ivorkers and users last. 

We must support the strikes of the 
London Underground workers, which 
axe for the safety of all of us, in any 
way thar we can, and we should work 
for a safe public transporr system, 
democratically controlled by its users 
and workers. 

Aleji Allluan 


G eorge Bush will be in London from 
I'^th to list November. This es the 
first state visit since ''S^oodrow 
Wilson's in l9lS - Reagan's wasn't a 
state visit despite his staying m Windsor 
Castle. In normal times, the red carpet 
would be rolled out for Bush and he'd 
enjoy all the trimmings the British 
establishment can think of. These are 
not normal rimesJ 
Unlike Bush^ Australian |linker, he 
won't be addressing the Houses of 
Parliament. He won't get a ride in a 
coach down ihc Mall with Liz Windsor, 
the Queen. Fears of Labour MPs walking 
out scuppered the first- concerns about 
unseemly Demonstrations put paid to 
the latter. Little has thus far been gi'ven 
away about Bush's icineraiy. He’s 
supposed to visit the Tomb of the 


Unknown Soldier at Westminster 
Abbey. There's supposed to be a big 
banquet for him at the City of London's 
Guildhall. And it"^ rumoured Jic''ll be 
attending the Police Review Gala 
Awards Dinncj on lOth NovembKir: 

Many people ate fuming that Rush is 
coming to town. Where their anger 
finds expression is so far uncertain; but 
]U5t as theSTWC’s 15th February 
demonstration was massive despite it 
being organised by a self-seeking cabal 
of aurhoritarians, so their 20th 
November demonstration may well 
attract larger numbers than the CND, 
SWP and tlieir lackeys expect. 

Many years ago, Richard Nixon, 
then Vice President, was nearly lynched 
on a visit to Venezuela. Will a more 
fatal encounter happen to Rush ^ There 


will be a full report of Rush’s visit in 

Freedom in a few' weeks' time. 

John Slepliemstitt 

Just siMPe ^ l!tie special events taking place to 

mark Btjsii's visit: 

' Wednesday 19l3i Nmembet: Altematwe 
State Prucessiort. Ham In Jubilee Genders 
w the SiHith Benk, lonAm (fiearesL tube 
Waterloo). 

' Wednesday 19l3i Nmenibet: MatcJi to ttie 
US QOjisulaEe at Spini Ghatlolfe Sqneie. 
EdirsDuF]^. 

' Thursday ICrth November: Stop Bush Demo, 
meet Ipm ii Molet Street, London, and 
march to Hyde Park. 

' 25Eh tevemher: Resist Ehreti! protest 
against me state ii>l5(i noeet at Montague 
Place in Worthing from 4pni[, foilowed by 
Bumiiii Busk event 
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Home and away 


Hunger strike continues 


FREEDOM 

Volume &4 Number 21 

Anarchism 

An-jrchisis work towards a sf^icty of 
iniituia] aid and voluntary ijo-opcration. 
We Kjcrt all govc-rnment-jnd economic 
repressin^n. 

Ffcedom Press is an inJeperrdent 
anarchtsr publisher. Besides this 
newspaper, w'hieh comes oyr every rwu 
weeks, we produce books oei all a.specrs 
o^ .anarchist theory ind practice. 

fn our buildi ng tn WhiieeliiapeL we 
run Rritain''9 biggest anarchist 
bookshop and bosr a social centre and 
meering space, the .■^urtMiomy Club, 
We're currently developing open-access 
IT provision for activists to use. 

Our aim is to explain anarchism 
more widely and to show that human 
freedom can only thrive when the 
institutions of state and capital have 
been abolished. 

Changes 

Readers will have nothjed further changes 
m rhe last two issues of Freedom, m 
addition to those which accotnpanied 
rhe redesign in September. These reflect 
changjEtg personnel, and hence charging 
priorities, within che edicorbl group. Two 
of the editots from the last few years 
are currently reducing their commitment 
m order to move on to other proiocts, 
while two of us arc joining rhe group as 
new ed itors to replace them. 

We consider die primary funcriem of 
Freedom to be anarchist propaganda. 

As well as being a paper for people 
within the movement to read, it should 
represent the whole of that movement 
to people outside, who are trying to find 
out about anarchism. We think the paper 
should be based firmly on class srruggle 
anarchism, but also give respect to other 
tendencies withm anarchist rhought. 

Freedom is, and will remain, a 
fortnightly newspaper, and we welcome 
submissions, but due to the constraints 
of space we can^ promise to publish 
everything we receive. We'd like to 
encourage anyone who’s interested in 
writing more contemplative or longer 
articles titan we can usually print to 
consider submitting them to our comiadcs 
at Riack Flag magazine for pubLicatton 
there. You can contact them at Black 
Flag, EX-i Hurricane, London WClN 
3XX or email blacfc_flag!S']ycos.co. iik 

Fre&fladP Mbtodal gttttjp 
rr««dDnnet}[ty^ol.t:oni 

Submissions 

Contributions arc wanted for a new 
yourh culture based magazine aiming to 
draw links between underground hip- 
hop and punk scenes and class srruggle 
anarchist politics. 

The deadline for submissions will be 
Wednesday 3lsi December, You can 
email us at almostsober^riseup.net or 
by post to Almost Sober magazine, PO 
Rox i75, Xnaphill, Woking, Surrey, 
GU2I 2XL. 

Next issue 

The next issue will be dated 22nd 
November and the last day for copy 
will be Thursdiiy lirh Novemtier. You 
can send articles to us by snail mail or 
at FrecdomCopy®iaol.com 


D emanding their release, five 
of the seven protesters 
arrested during che demos 
against the EU Summit last 
June in Tliessaloniki, are 
continuing ilieir hunger 
strike. They arc Suleiman 
Dakduk (Casrrof, who has been on 
hunger strike for over forty days, Simon 
Chapman (UK), Fernando Perez, and 
Carlos Martin, who've all been on 
hunger strike since Sth October, and 
Spiros Tsitsas who's been without food 
since 7lh October. Recently, Spitos 
Tsitsas was transferred for a few hours 
to the hospital to be given first aid due 
to arterial pressure distirders and after 
suffering successive fainting shocks. On 
the whole, the health situation of the 
hunger strikers is worsening by the day 
and their permanent transfer to the 
hospital IS a matter of days. 


LISTINGS 

Blmln^hann 

Ifjth November Ciaiecrash the CEl 
Conference, 6pm at the ICC. Contact 
wmanarchists@email.com or call 07973 
69743 L>. See www.ivmanarchists.Qrg 

Brighton 

Sth. November What Future for 
Palestine: Road Map or Apartheid? 
public meeting from 1 pm to 5pm, Sallls 
Bcnnery Theatre, Brighton University 
9th. November joe Strummer 
Remembrance Sunday at Concorde 2, 
Madeira Drive, 2pm to midnight. 
Org.inised by Artila the Stockbroker 
13th. November Policical eomic Rob 
Ntw’man talks about Tlie Fountain at 
the Centre of the World, from fi pm ai 
The Cowley Club Roo-kshop, 12 
London Road. Tel [>1273 696 104 
20th November Political cartoonist 
Polyp talks about Big Bad World, from 
6pm at The Cowley Club Bookshop, 12 
London Road. Tel 01273 696 104 
27th November How to do a zinc, talk 
and workshop from 6 pm at The 
Cowley Club Bookshop, 12 London 
Road. Tel 01273 696104 

Edinburgh 

Sth November Pilger's new film 
Breaking the Silence; Truth and Lies in 
the War on Terror, parr of anti-war 
double bill, plus film aboni school 
protests. Old Enough to Knotv Rcttcr. 
•Starts l2.3l!l'pm at Edinburgh 
Filmhouse, tel 0-131 22S 16BS 

Leeds 

Sth November On the anniversary of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, members of 
Leeds Coalition Against War will 
demonstrate in graphic form u'hat 
should happen to rhe wall erected by 
the Israeli government between Israel 
and the Occupied Territories. ITie evenc 
will take place at 12 noon on Briggate 
in Leeds city centre. For mote Info see 
www.togetherforpeace.co.uk 

London 

30(h October to 29th November No 
Gods, No Masters (viva anarchy I 
exhibition of ten artists at Freedom 
Press, S4b Whitechapel High Street, El 
from lf>.30am to 6 pm, Mon to Sat 


The decision for the hunger strike 
was caused by the artitude of the 
ludicial authorities that regard the 
accused as already guilty, thereby 
grossly vtoLaring the principle of 
‘assumed innocence'. Moreover, the 
decision on their pre-imprisonment, as 
well as the overruling of requests for 
their release, are solely based on a 
generalising verdict about their 
‘dangerousness' and the possibility of 
diem committing punishable acts if 
released. It is however obvious that 
what in reality is keeping them 
imprisoned is che already in June 
apparent need for an 'exemplary 
punishment' of the arrested protestets. 

Additionally to these tactics, there is 
also the special status of detention rhe 
hunger strikers arc receiving in the 
Diavata judicial prison of Thessaloniki. 
Hunger strike, while an unalienable 


Sth November to 24th December Leo 
Baxcndale exhibition at The Cartoon 
Art Trust Museum, 7-13 The 
Eiunswick Centre, Bernard Street WCl, 
and on 11th November at 6.3 Ppm Leo 
Baxendale with give a ralk. For details 
call P20 7278 7172. 

Sth November Is there such a thing as 
ethical journalism? talk by Pat Stannard, 
from 7.3Ppm at The Epicentre, West 
Street, Lcyc^mstone Ell. .Ml welcome. 
See www.newsfromnowherc.info or call 

P2P S555 524S 

Sth November Sman Bombs Dn mb 
Wars, one-day conference examining 
changing conditions of war and peoce 
ill the age of global terrorism, at the 
Institute of Education, 20 Bedford Way, 
London WCl. For further info email 
p.a.cohen^uel .ac.uk 
IPth Novejiiber Emergency meering by 
Committee to Defend .^syl um Seekers, 
6..?0pm at Camden Town Hall, Judd 
Street, to discuss H ome Office's larcsr 
proposals for further t^htening up of 
asylum policy. 

IPth November to 24th December Billy 
Childish exhibirion We Are All Phonies 
at The Aqjuarium, Itl Woburn Walk, 
WCL See www.aquariumgallcry.co.uk 
or call 020 2387 8417. 
llth November Conference o-n asylum 
seekers and human rights at The Great 
Hall, King's College, The Strand, WC2 
from 9.iPam onwards. Further info 
from 020 7593 P043 or 020 7608 7305. 
11th November Haringey Solidarity 
Group discussion evening, Opposing ID 
Cards, 7pm to 9pm at Phoenix 
Millenn ium Centre, West Green Road 
(entrance m Vincent Road? 

13th November Galileo's Finger: che 
extraordinary simplicity of everything. 
South Place Ethical -Society leerunc with 
speaker Rrof Peter Atkins from 7.3Ppm 
at Conway Hall, 2S Red Lion Square, 
Holborn. See www.crhical5QC.org.uk or 
call P20 7242 803 7M 
14th November London Anarchist 
Forum symp4i3]um Fascism and Anti- 
Fascism, from 8pni to lOpm at Conway 
HaLL, Red Lion Square, Holborn 
15th November What Future for rhe 
Palestine-lsraeli Conflict? discussion 
with Gliada Karmi, 1 lam at French 
Institute, J 7 Queensberry Place, Sll'7. 


right registered in the Penal t!ode, is 
coiisidcrcd in Diavata to constitute a 
disciplinary offence with an unofficial 
penalty of denying ihe hunger strikers 
communication with their intimate 
people. Tlsis inhu man treatment 
explicitly constitutes not only a 
violation of one of the moH elementary 
fights of the prisoners, luit an insult to 
our legal civilisation as a whole. 

Thessalcinikl Prl&ofiers Support Groi^ 
C{MitacttlKS£fllonikdptysi}[i!ersiV^hix>.co.ijk or 
MTlte to tliGm at hm 11, 84b Wlutecliapol H# 
Stseet, loddon El IQX 

Witnesses ineede^i 

LDMG (Legal Defence and Monitoring 
Group I arc urgently seeking wirncsses 
to arrests at troth Mayday in London 
and DSEa in September. One woman 
keen to rracc witnesses was with rhe 
Samba band in Pall Mall/Hayiiiarkct, 


Call 0709 2348726 or email monde- 
diplo-friendE@-mond.ediplo.CDm 
19tli November Anarchists versus che 
AWL^ discussion and debate from 
7.30pm at University of London Union, 
Malet Street 

20tli November Picket rbe Police 
Review gala awards dinner ar Mercltant 
Taylors Hall, Threadncedlc Street in the 
City Ibom 6pm. Called by Class War 
25til to 29th November Drop Bush Not 
Bombs tour, direct action organised by 
Food Not Bombs will be in London at 
Use Your Loaf, 227 Deprford High 
Street, SES 

23di November London Anarchist 
Forum lecture on Bakunin and Chaos 
Theory, speaker Justin Hooper Jackson, 
from 8 pm to 10pm at Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, Holborn 
29th November London Mayday 2004 
Conference, 1pm to 5pm in Room 3a, 
University of London Union, Malet 
Street. See www.ourmayday.cicg.uk 
12th December Gay and Lesbian 
Hum-inist Association ralk on Federico 
Garcia Lorca, 7.30pm at Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, Holborn 
Every W''edncsday the LARC Library 
will be open from 1 pm at 62 Fieldgarc 
Street, El. 

Mancliester 

8th November Immigration Laws: They 
Disable Usl conference at Le Meiidien, 
Victoria &L Albert Hotel, Water Street, 
Castlcfield, organised by Greater 
ManschesKr Coalirion of Disabled. 
People (GMCDPj. Details from 
mike.higgi ng_gmcdp@'b lucyondcr.co. uk 
or 0161 273 5155 or 07968 56060 
11th November Has rhe Human Rights 
Act of October 2000 entrenched 
refugee prorecrion in domcsric law and 
policy in Rritain? conference. For more 
infoconroci NCADC, 1 Delaunays 
Road, M.anchcster M8 4QS, call 0l2l 
554 6947, email ncadc®ncadc.org.uk 
or see www.nGadc.oig.uk 
6th December Ihe Fifili Manchester 
Radical R^iokfair from 1 Lam to 5pm at 
Bridge 5 Mill, 22a Bcswnck Street, 
Ancoats. If you'd like to run a stall, 
discussion or workshop contact 
info^radicaLtxKikfaircug.uk. For info 
see www^radicalbookfair.org 


when she was arrested at a bout 4.15pm 
on Mayday. Her rriaL takes place in 
Novemher. 

A legal observ^er from LDMG was 
arrested at DSEi on lOth September, 
whilst a man was attacked by the 
police. The legal observer has been 
charged with assaulting a police officer. 
She was arrested at the entrance tti the 
alley by Ivy Road and Butchers Road. 
We also need to contact the man who 
was assaulted. 

If you can help with any of the alw>ve, 
please email or write to us, and please 
try and include as much detail as you 
can. We will then pass rhe information 
on to solicitors. The information you 
provide may pr-eveni someone being 
sent to prison. 

Contapct c/o BM Hayen. London WClN 
8XX or mm\ hbn^aiKiyaditiQ.co.uk 
Also see ww2.phreakco.4il^1dn(ii£/irrtlffli.jMip 


Newcastle 

15th November Rally against 
occupation of Iraq and Bush's visit to 
these shores. Meet 12 noon at 
Monument for rally wirh speakers, 
music and entcrrainmcni 
19th November Manufacturing 
Consent: Noam Chomsky and the 
media, showing at the Side CiErema 
(near tite Grown Posada pub on Dean 
Street on the quayside}, 7pm. Set 
www.sidecinema.com 
3rd December My Feminism, showing 
ar rfie Side Cinema (near the Crown 
Pos,ida pub on Dean Street on the 
quayside), 7piTL See www.sidecincnia.com 
22nd December Dance for Peace and 
Solidarity benefit at Rutherford Hail, 
University of Northumbria from 8pm. 
Entry £7i£4fn 

Oxfordshire 

29th November Tenth anniversary of 
demo at Campsticld refugee detention 
centre, Langford Lane, Kidlington, 
from 12 noon to 2pm ar main gates, 
with gnest speakers and music. Bike 
ride for Freedom, meet I flam at 
Martyr's MemoriaL, St Giles, Oxford, 
and cycle to join demo.There's also an 
Oxford town centre protest, meet 3pm 
in Broad Street. For more details contact 
91865 5.58145 or 01993 793394. See 
www.closecampEficld.org.uk 

Swansea 

22nd Novemher Beyond TV, annual 
video activist festival at Swansea 
Environment Centre, Pier Street. For 
further info call 9l792 455900, email 
hclen-ffivideonerwork.org or see www. 
undcrL-urrcnts.org/beycindcvyLndcx.htm 

Worthing 

Sth November Resist Bush! Protest 
against stare visit at Montague Place 
from 4pm, followed by a Burning Bush 
event. 

12th November Worthing Green Social 
from 8pm at Barney's cafe/baq Portland 
Road 

25th November Worthing Against War 
meeting upstairs at Downview pub 
(opp West Worthing starionj,. 7.45pm, 
with Tom Hickey on The World Order 
.After tlie War on Iraq 
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Industrial news 


Not all quiet on the industrial front 

As strike days top one million are we heading into a new winter 
of discontent? 



I ndustriGl corrcspondcnirs on njHoniiil 
newipapere hnvic had a pretry easy job 
it m recent yean, ofreci having iiicry' 
litde to write aboiur, Tiit story went like 
diis - conflict at work was a thing of the 
past. Where unions existed, partnership 
was the orilcr of ilic day. Strikes were 
fasr becoming, a dim memciry, particularly 
wildcat ones. IliiE was of course rubbish. 
Tbre story now' has ro be rewntten. 

][ seems lilcdy iha,t the number of days 
lost TO strikes this year will bear 2002's 
cwdvc year high of lA million. The 
steady inerease m industrial .action, 
reported in previoos issues of Freedom, 
continues a pace. Strikes are looming or 
have taken place in rhe civil service, 
amongsr Heathrow airport baggage 
handlers, in Eriraln's nuclear industry, 
in Scottish nursery schools, amongst 
Aerospace workers in Belfast and an the 
Lt^itdon Undergroond. The last couple of 
weeks have also, of course, seen ^0,000- 
plus postal workers take wildcat action. 
This acrion was initially triggered by 
rhe suspension of a driver in London. 

Importantly, industrial action is 
producing results. Heathrow Express 
has been forced to recognise rail union 
ASI.EF for full bargaming over pay and 
conditions following a one-day strike 
reported in a previous edihon of Freedom. 

The growing number of disputes shows 
a new confidence amongst workers, 
particularly in response to management 
attempts to change ways of working. 
GMB and Amicus meniliers working at 
Sellaficid are due to Tvalk out following 
a successful ballot over working practices. 
Quite simply workers are fed up with 


being pushed around and are prepared 
to fight back. CommenDng on tlte ponal 
dispute a postie on a picket line m 
London said ‘^management Tvants to 
crush the union as they impose changes 
to terms and conditions on us," The 
postal workers union the CWU has said 
thar its members feel '‘cheated, bullied 
and rcsentfur about the way managers 
have treated them. 

Workers are prepared to srand their 
ground, "niey are finding out rhat so- 
called modernisation means nothing 
more chan profits for the bosses and 
harder work for staff, not to mention 
job losses. 

This is something the firefighters' 
union, the FEU, knows all about. Last 
week they responded angrily to manage¬ 
ment's attempts to withhold pay rises 
due this week. The pay rises arc part of 
the package fire fighters reluctantly 
agreed following rheir bitter ninc-monih 
dispute. Bosses are arguing that rhe 
workers have not delivered so-called 
modernisanon and so arc planning ro 
hold back on the money. The FBU have 
demanded payment. One official said, 
“we expecr the erapkiyers' to honour the 
deal in full.'* 11115 comes ar a time when 
ran k and file workers in stations are 
concerned about ihe effect of the refonn 
package, the second part of which the 
FBU IE expected ro have accepted by the 
time Freedom goes to press. 

Fay remains an important issue fuelling 
disputes. Council staff's pay lias risen by 
2.&% per year compared ro an awrage 
^.4% increase in the last ten years. Sadly 
faced with rhis shorcfall Unison's nadonal 


Eceietary Heather Wakefield rather ihan 
demanding rhat the employers bump up 
pay has let managemcni off the hook 
saying "I don't think any of us believe it 
[rhe shonfalll will be done in one hit." 

Unison could leatn a thing ot two from 
the public service union PCS which is 
sending hullot papers to its 100,000 
members working in the Home Office 
and Department for Works and Pensions 
(DWP) in a dispute over pay. Hic union 
has described rbe governm-ent's offer of 
around I.'fi per cent in tlie DWP and |ust 


1.3% in the Home Office as ‘derisory'. 
Union negotiator Jeremy Gautrey has 
said “with inflation running at almost 
3%, council tax rising and national 
insurance contributions going up, a cost 
of living increase of 1..^% comes as a 
slap in the face." Union members are 
expected to reject tlie pay offers. 

A glance at the history of industrial 
action in Britain shows it comes and goes 
m Tvaves as the power between workers 
and bosses ebbs and flows. The 1^7lJs 
saw a high point in militancy, this was 


then followed by a slow decline as the 
Tories under Thatcher used unemploy¬ 
ment and employment laws to attack 
worker rights. Blair, who once boasted 
that Britain had the mosr restricrive 
employment taws in Europe, kept the 
screws tight. Ir looks thirugh as if worker 
militancy is on the up again. Anarchists 
should do all rhey can to show solidarity 
for workers in dispute as well as helping 
organise in rhcir own workplaces, 

Anan^hlsl Workers Networ); 
www.flft'n.arg.ijdi. 


On the picket line 


T lie second regular roundup of 
industrial acrion, strikes, 
occupations, balloES and direcr 
action in the workplace from Irith 
October to 2nd Movember, brought ro 
you by The Anarchist Workers Network 
and strikewatchUK. 

Strikes 

* Ninety' thousand postal and council 
workers launched a one-day strike oi'cr 
London weighting allowances. The 
indiistrial action in London disrupted 
mail delivcncs, schools and refuse 
collection. 

The following day 120 Transport and 
General Workers Union members 
srruck againsr H proposed job losses at 
InterseiTC. Interserve is a private 
company which carries our housing 
repairs and mainrcnance on behalf of 
rbe council. It is rbolight rhat the vast 
mapority of their 424 colleagues refused 
ro cross the picket lines and also 
downed tools. 

• Nuclear strike shut down Scllafield 
Atom ic Power Plane when workers 


voted on their first industrial action in 
ihiriy years over a long-running pay 
dispute. Some 1,200 GMBand Amicus 
members were ro strike ro equalise pay 
between different grades of staff. 

“ Bus drivers in North Ireland began a 
series of one-day-strikcs over pay. The 
strikes will affect Ulsterbus and City bus 
services, and about ISO,000 passengers. 

* Seven hundred bus drivers crippled 
the public transport in Newcastle and 
Tyneside with a strike following the 
rejection of a new pay deal from 
Stagecoach. The company believes 
around three hundred routes would be 
haired, affecting around 130,000 
passenger journeys. 

* In Dundee nursery nurses struck for 
one week closing down 15 nurseries 
and 22 nursery classes across the city. 

They join the rolling programme of 
industrial action by nursery nurses m 
Scotland. Five thousand nurses in 
ivorkplaces across East, North and 
StHith Ayrshire, Perth, Argyll and Bute, 


Moray, Aberdeenshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway, Stirling, the Bordets and 
Orkney ate involved. 

* Workers at trou bled Belfast aerospace 
company Bombardier Shorrs begin 
industrial action on the tveekend of the 
1st November. As Freedom goes to 
press, TScG and Amicus members - 
4,000 out of the 5i,S0&-strong 
workforce, were due ro start an 
overtime ban. 

* Two one-day strikes were staged by 
workers at the VcoT'il-based helicopter 
manufacturers Westland last week after 
union members rejected a new pay offer. 
More strikes are planned for November 
and December. Around four hundred 
staff from the Westland Transmissions 
site and a further £60 technical stalif 
from the bargaining unit of WcsiLand 
Helicopters were due to walk our on 
Wednesday and Friday. Unfoitunately, 
although rhe Transmissions workers 
walked oui» the technical staff decided 
to postpone their strike, despite 85% of 
them voting in favour of rfie actiim. 


* On Sunday 2nd November, members 
of the Transpori and General Workers 
Union working for two companies run 
by Swissport walked out for 48 hours. 
They work as baggage handlers and 
check-in siaff for 2] airlines including 
Aer Lingus, El AJ, Malaysian ami 
Singapore Airlines. The union said 
many of its members fuive received no 
pay rise for eighteen monilTS. 

* E^ht hundred mint (coin manufactur¬ 
ing) workers ar the plant in LlanTrisant, 
South Wales, return after walkouT. The 
union Amicus says its members will 
stop work one day a fortnight until 
they get an increased pay offer. 

Campaigns 

Aher a period when McDonalds 
Workers Resistance (MWRl had seemed 
a bii lost with a number of people 
leaving the job or the organisation, it 
looks like things are on the up again as 
m die last frw days several new 
workers have mdicared they would like 
ro become invoK-^ed. One of the tilings 
that is rejuvenaring rhe resistance is tlie 


pay campaign for £6 an hour in the UK 
that was imtiared by MWB. m 
Birmingham. 

As ihe news spreads through the 
workforce we face the strange prospect 
of negonati ng dirccrly with McDonalds 
for the first rinve ever. How will we get 
them to talk to us? Well, they will have 
no choice when we turn up on their 
doorsieps. We have addresses and arc 
not afraid to go door knocking ... after 
all, it seems to work for the Jehovah's 
Witnesses! 

To publicise the pay campaign and 
generally raise the profile of the 
resistance, we have recently printed 
thousands of stickers to give away to 
anyone in the UK who can sdek 'em up 
on or around their local McDonalds. If 
you live in the UK, just send an addressed 
envelope stamped to the value of £l.2C 
TO our address below, and we will also 
enclose free campaign leaflets and an 
introduction to McDonalds Workers 
Resistance. 

Contact MWR, c/o 17 West Mmiiomary Place, 
EdinhuriSi, EH7 5HA. email inlo@nwr.iwg.uk or 
see www.mwr.tMig.uk 
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Biitain 


How was it for you? 

Annual anarchist bookfair ... biggest ever ... huge success ... over 
three thousand people ... largest anarchist event in the world ... 



T Kcre^ somtlrhkRE; abour ^ 

SLLCCHsful anarcliiBi bcjtikfair 
tfiat brings about f^c-clings oF 
bitFcr disappcimcmtuT and 
depression. All those sordid 
Little tables with smug little 
vendors peddling their 
absoinre erap. Otcay, so it's a flea-market 
for the saitorially challenged bur why 
do we bai'c to revel in It: '^you may nor 
like my snuff, but that's because you 
lack my insight Yeah, right. 

Because something is badly written, 
deigned and printed doesn't make it 
purer. It jnst makes it badly wrirten, 
designed and printed. Something to say 
needs presentation, and a good cover 
doesnY make a bcK^k the spawn of 
McDonald's, '^■'c produce our crappy 
little product and feel good. Perhaps we 
put it on the free table untainted by 
commercialism. And then noLiody reads 
it, and It’s thrown away at the end of 
the day. We make tackiness into a 
revolutionary virtue. 

We're nor a polirical movemeni;, we're 
a religious one peddling a morality and 
lifestyle. An insular little sect priding 
Itself on its purity and cxclusiveneLS. 
Meetings were b^ioked and held on the 
basis of "oh well, T suppose we better 
do something." If people couldn't see 
the 'inner beauty' of what was being 
provided [meetings or pnnnedl then that 
was down to the Consumers' lack of 
knowledgeALichcs. There was rro sense of 
reaching out to people^ of trying to make 
a ctmncaitm, of having something to say. 

I suppose Christians have some jusdfi- 
carion for peddling the same thousands 


of years old crap, bm why do anarchists 
have to do the same. It’s not (List the 
lack of creativity, rhe lack of anything 
new, but the feeling of sticking to this 
code. Nothing new to say is just a death. 

All those ptaures of eats with their 
brains esposed are just our equivalent 
of the anti-aboftionists. And there is 
something essentially dodgy about 
basing a liberarion movement on living 
things ocher than ontselvcs. Another 
foK saved while another dog on a string 
gets trampled by the botikfair. We even 
finance ourselves like a religion with 
just under half of the cost of the 
bookfair financed by passing the 
eollcetion plate/bucket. 

And at what point did it become so 
obligatory to be so joyless. My revolution 
was about Lack of constraints and a real 
freedom, not a code that marks people. 
All black clorhcs, plus two, spell 
Krondstadi, plus one, that sausage roll, 
go back to Go. Even though a lot of 
what passes for anarchism land the 
bookfair) is getting laid, wasted or 
pissed, it's done wnth a spirit of 
masochism. 

And this flea market that is the 
British Anarchist movement. Is this otir 
vision of an alterruitive society? Is this 
wliat we want to put forward as out 
statement of intent? Truth is, if I bring 
a non-anarchist to the Bookfair, I'm 
embarrassed. People are curious' they 
hear we’re a growing force. And then 
they come along to something Less 
interesting and less attractive than an 
EsseK car hoot sale, populated by 
people from the L9S0s. 


Luckily anarchist realise this. What 
they want Is to move back to the 
confines of Conway Hall and have 
rhe old minj-Eookfair with just the 
selected fewc Where everyone you meet 
you know. 


We can hand out leaflets to each ocher, 
suck on our brown food and bicker in 
our usual contented way. 

Because we don't have anj'thing new 
to say, and we don't want to say it well. 
We want to be a collection of young 


white males with father/a nthority issues 
rather than an alternative vision of 
society. We've got too big' we're in 
danger of getting bigger, it's scary. It's 
rime to downsize. 

Martin 


News in Brief 


Copjambor&e 

Class War ate calling a picket of the 
Police Review Gala Awards Dinner, 
being held on Thursday lOih November. 
For the past eleven years these pamborces 
have taken place with no opposition. 
This year, as the hyenas and jackals 
gather to fete themselves, join the 
demonstration outside — see London 
listings for details. 

This >'ear^ banquet sees David Eiunkett 
poin police from the ACPO, tlie 
Superintendents’ Associarion and Police 
Federation. These second-rate sordid 
imitation Osca rs provide their winners 
with three grand ro traipse abroad and 
investigate policing in other countries. 
Come along as Class War present their 
own alternative police awards. 

Student rent strike 

Studencs at King's College, Cambridge, 
have starred a reni strike. Students at 
rhe college, w'hich is part of Cambridge 


University,^ voted last week by 16 1 to 
£5 in favour of direct action in protest 
at the rising cost of living m rhe college. 

More than 120 students are now 
taking part in a rent strike. Rents have 
risen by almost 30% since an earlier 
rent strike in The studencs feel 

academic staff are enjoying unnecessary 
privileges tvhile students suffer the 
conscciucnces. Most students at King's 
are committed to widening access to 
Cambridge University. 

The high cost of living is a huge 
barrier to applications and comes on 
top of the cost of tuition fees and 
proposed top-up fees, 
tf you want to get involved in setting up n 
student antwapilalist network dick on 
viww.anarclitstyrHJEh.iiet 

St Agoes Place eviction 

St Agnes Place is South London''s oldest 
sc|uatred street, housing a community 
which has been in cxisrence for nearly 


thirty years. Lambeth Council Is now 
anempting to evict fourteen houses 
from it. On October 24th a Large 
presence of concerned citizens scared 
off the bailiffs, and it was feared they 
would return at the end of October. On 
3l}th and 31se October, residents were 
on alert, building barricades and 
erecting a scaffolding tower. Police were 
seen circling the area, but the bailiffs 
didn’t turn up — so for now St Agnes 
Place lives on] However the bailiffs 
could still turn up at any time so 
anarchists nearby must be ready ro 
these people's homes - as we all should 
try to do in our own communities. 

For updatjes, and to li&ten to thm wd>-rai!ltD 
statHHi log mtQ www.stagnfisjdfic&.org 

Terroiisin Act used lawfully 

On 3Ise October, the High Court decided 
that the Metropolitan Filth had been 
acting lawfully when they searched 
people under S.44 of the Terrorism .^ct 


at the protests against the DSEi arms 
fair in London's Docklands this 
September. 

This was not uneKpected: the Act's 
provisions alloiv the police to search 
who they Like, when they like, without 
any reason. It has emerged that this 
power had been in force in London 
since February 1001. S.44 effectively 
revives the infamous ’sus' laws, but 
removing die need for suspicion, civil 
rights group Li berry intend to appeal 
against the deciston. 

Stop Bayer'S GM Crops! 

Bayer Cropscience was formed In 2002 
when the Cerman pharmaceutical and 
chemical company, Bayer AG, bought 
out Aventls Cropscience. .Aventis 
Cropscience w^as heavily involved in the 
genetic engineering of food as well as 
the agrochemical business. Bayer .AG is 
such a dodgy company that it has ttadc- 
maiked smack, and was part of IG 


Farben, which during World Wat Two 
was involved m concemraTion camp 
slave labour and nerve gas manufacture. 

.At the moment Eayer Cropscience is 
pushing hard for CM crops to be 
grown commercially, out of the eleven 
potential crops that could he grown, 
nine are owned by Bayer, this could be 
as early as Spring 2004. Bayer are 
currently being targeted by a national 
umbrella group calling ia,elf 'Srop 
Bayer’s GM Crops!' This group has 
pledged "ro make GM crops 
economically unviable for Bayer,** and 
liave said they will be targeting Bayer 
"until It pulls out of GM food." 

A noise demo has been organised to 
take place outside Bayer’s Newbury 
HQ on Thursday l^th November 
lasting all day, starting at lOam. For 
more detai Is see the excellent website 
wwTA'.stopbayergm.ojg If you can't 
make the demo there is a whole lot 
more tlut you oa n do! 
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International 

Liberty and livelihood 

Workers march as new forms of self organisation develop in Brazil, 
according to the Anarchist Federation of Gaucha (FAG) 



tom 22nd to 2Jth Jun-e- ihe-rf 
^ was d. march from GravardE 
(Meiropoliian area} Eo PojTO 
AJegrc, in ctc-fcncc of tive 
Emergency FronES for %brk 
and Housing tor ab<3UE 
LLnemployed families. This 
mdreh was org^inised and carded ode by 
Ehc Commirte-cs of Popiildr Resistance 
(CRPs), the Nationdl Movement of 
Garbage Rccldimers fMNCR} and the 
Movement of Unemployed Workers 
(MTDh 

The currenr governor of the State, 
Gernidcio Rjgcuto ■jPMDR) dnd his 
government had cdncelled the project of 
the Frentes Emcrgfnciais de Tirabalho 
which hdd t>ccn won in 20M by these 
movements, dnd which were organised 
in wodcgrcrtips ijcooperatives, associations} 
during 2CN!ll dnd 2002 lo give support 
Eo hundreds of families. The demands 
were and arc, basically: 

* min imum wage for one year for each 
unemployed family; 

* food subsidy of SO Reais:; 

* availability of microcredit for work 
proiects. 

Organised in these movemeciis, in which 
rhe FAG directly parttcipares m she 
CRPs and in theMNCR, workers and 
unemployed workers are setring up 
bakeries, clothing groups, community 
mess halls, recycling exchanges, and 
have been strengthening their recycling 
associations, ere. Once financing is 
obtained, we will guaianiee the supp<irt 
and rtic viability of chese projects, that 
are, in the opi nion of the FAG, rearguards 
for the popular struggle. Yes, because 
as we all know, 'an empty bag will not 
stand up', and the people need co win 
work and income to have more and 
more virabty in order to move forward 
in the struggle. Wc don’r wanr economic 
srrucEures simply to wan a few pennies 
and then we will all be happy, ^'e have 
never believed in this for a momenr. 

Economic SEructurcs are needed to 
feed and eo give a minimum of dignity 
EO those families who srruggle in the 
social movements, and starting from 
that to go on struggling. 

Ai the end of this march, the governor 
endorsed our list of demands. However, 
so far the only thing that has arrived 
was a miserable I'^asket of Ixisic goods 
rhat didn't last even two weeks. 

Therefore, our fight goes on, pressing 
the government rhrough marches, occu¬ 
pations, ere, tvhile at the same time the 
CRPs have been growing reasonably 
well in the peripheral areas of Porco 
Alegre ajid the merropoliran area. The 
srruggle for work is without a don lit 
central axis to mobilise rhis social 
movement, the residents of the city 
outskirts. 

The eonunittees of popular resistajice 
The CRPs arc orga msations of the 
residents of rhe urban periphery where 


the FAG contributes di rcctly through 
direct social insernon, in other words, 
residents ibar belong to FAG and live 
the same dramas as their neighbours. 
The CRPs, besides accomplishing the 
direct struggle for immediate conquests 
ilirough the direct participation of the 
people in all decisions, carries out day 
by day those values that we want to 
build: solidarity', murnal respect, active 
and direct pardcipation, direct democracy, 
direct action, and an end to gossip, 
apathy and disunity. How? Through 
what v!c call 'regular activiries': the 
residents participate directly in everyday 
activities, and from there, they carry ont 
in praccicc the new values. The regular 
activities vary m accordance with the 
situarion; child recreation, educational 
support, adult literacy, community food 
halls, community radio, popular festivals 
and parties, etc. The imporrant thing is 
to create in the CRP a regular group, that 
exercises solidarity and struggle and 
thar litcle by little can influence orhers. 

The Movement of Garbage Reclaimers 
This niHar'ement exists at a national level, 
and here in the Metropolitan Aica rhe 
bases of the mobilised 'caEadorcs' I the 
garbage reclaimers} are under our 
influence. Both in the Srare and throt^hour 
Brazil itself there exist several other forces 
active in this movement, wnth the grearesr 
influence being rhat of the Articiila^a de 
Esquerda. The movement is organised 
ill rough nuclei. Each recycling hangar 
or warehouse of materials can form a 
nucleus of rhe movement. 

Today, there is also a state organi^non 
char articulates the movement, and a 
federal organisarion, thar arncnlarcs ir 
on a national level. This movement has 
been growing day by day, together wirh 
poverty and rhe casualisation of labour. 
We have been active in this area since 
I}?9S, and rhe MSTCR today is also the 
fruit of our efforts. One of the fights 
char we rook parr in was the one co 
obrain public resources to sustain rhe 
work structures of the "eatadores', who 
were not su bsidised by chc Stare or by 
local governmenc, diat lefr rhe workers 
“ro decide' to do a service that is, in 
effect, a public service and that helps ro 
save the budgets of rhe municipal 
diEtcicE for recycling, since she 'caoidores' 
do ic practically for free. Therefore, wc 
struggle EO obtain subsidies for this 
work from the State and the municipal 
authorities, ro be administered directly 
by ihe 'catadores'. 

Roth die CRPs and the MIMCR look 
to srrcngrhcn from below four basic 
principles: class solidarity, class 
independence, grassroots democracy 
and direa action. 

Our policy is ro try to connect these 
movemenrs to each other and ro all rhe 
orher struggle movemenrs, like rhe 
MTD, rhe unions, neighbourhood 
associations, schools, etc. The whole 


organised speerrum of the oppressed 
classes thar arc connected even remmely 
with the quesrion of direct srruggle is 
looking for relations and united work. 
Our abjective is, in the long term, to form 
a from of the oppressed, svhere several 


Serbia 

More ihan 13,000 Serbian doctors 
went on strike for a 40% pay increase. 
Th-ey had already been working to rule 
for a month. 

Poland 

People from FA-Kmkow (parr of ihe Polish 
Anarchist Federation} participated in a 
picker organised by single parents 
(mostly women) agqinsr rhe government's 
plan to cut the funds for single parents. 
The government argues that ic's trying 
to 'decentralise' social services and 
bring k 'closer ro the people', by placing 
the cost of social services on the local 
government. The local government of 
course doesn't have funds for it, so in 
fact It's a w'ay of liquidating the service. 
The police have pressed charges against 
some of the women, claiming the 
demonstration was illegal. 

Canada 

Almost three years after the large 
protests against the Summit of the 
Americas and FTAA in Quebec City in 


movements converge for only one objtec- 
tive: the direct struggle for their needs. 

Therefore, amid many difficulries, 
conflicts and small victories, we cominuc 
to build our strategy in practice. Saude 
e Anarquiat 


April 2lMll, Canadian anarchist Jaggi 
Singh's jury trial in Quebec City will 
begin on l9th January 2004. He is 
facing a penalty of up to two years in 
prison if convicted, though d found 
guilty a sentence of several months is 
more likely. 

Jaggi has issued an appeal for 
assisrauce from the anarchist move- 
meni. If you can help in any way, 
please get in touch by e-mail at both 
jaggi5i[iigh20Q3@^ahoa.ca and at 
iaggi®tao.ca. Also, if you can send him 
any money towards his lega I costs, 
email him!: 

Iraq 

Thirteen Amencan servicemen were 
killed and more tlian twency wounded 
in an attack on a US military Chinook 
helicopter. It has taken the heaviest toll 
on US personnel since the fall of 
Saddam in April. Villagers collected 
pieces of wreckage as souvenirs and 
inhabiEiinis of nearby Falluja rejoiced in 
the streets. Iraqi resistance eo the 
occupation conrinues to intensify, as 


LiiCilaifia, sec. relates 
Anarqul&te Gaucha 

for mwre iitfarmation contacf the FAG at 
fag.intemac@tejra.ciQ!m.i>r or wife to a post^ 
5036 CEP 9004th9r0. PflrtQ Alegre, RS. Brasil. 
See www.rflg.rig3.flet 


in brief 

anacks on US forces now average over 
thirty per day, according to the BEC. 

Argentina 

The Movimicnro dc Trabaiadores 
ETcsocupadci (Movement of Unemployed 
Workers) Anibal Veron iMTDAV} 
announced they were holding a meeting 
with President Kitehner concerning 
reports of an end to benefits for the 
unemployed and the formation of an 
anH-piquetera brigade. Moves co 
criminalise social protest also appear ro 
be in the agenda in Argentina. 

The MTDAV are pressing the .Argentine 
government to hold a thorough investiga¬ 
tion into the massacre of 26i[h June 
200-2. Tliey further demand a special 
benefit payment at the end of the year 
to all those in receipt of unemployment 
benefir; strong invesemenr in production 
projects; an affordable housing plan for 
the unemployed; and a review by the 
employ mem minster Tbniada of plans 
ro end unemployment benefits - and a 
guaraniee hy the government that these 
paynvents continue. 


International news 
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Editorial 


Lfibeur ts esscntifil 
to ilic ccotiomyi So t uns- 
the ‘bcit" ar^LimeEit tllvc 
lefE can now mann|;e in, 
support immtgjattoiT 
and migranr rights, [r 
was pin ag^iin by- Steve 
Pope in ihe GuiiirdLan last weel: (2S[h 
CktoberJ. Refugees ma-y be vilified by 
politiciiusi and -“a fifinsh public 
L-tinvlnced that ... Immigrants are 
robbing the benefit system and taking 
rhetr jobs from under rheir noses," lie 
said. Rut "the fact is that Western 
economies need cheap migrant labour." 

It's a grim fact that ‘they're ■wricome 
here because they're cJicap" is wliat 
passes for and-racisr argument rhese 
days. Ver to tel] immigranr workers 
rhey'iie ''good for the eeonomy'^ because 
their illegal status means they work for 
poverty wages fails on two counts. It 
offers them nothing and it doesn't 
reassure a working class eoncemed about 
being undercut in the laliour marker. 

After 1945, around thirty million 
people entered Western Eu ropean to 
mcec the new demand for labour This 
followed the switch to mass production, 
an increased division of labour, shift 
work and piece worir. Capital hasakvays 
demanded immigration policies to suit 
Its needs. The dcterritoriahsaiion of 
capital which followed its head-oti 
clashes with the European working class 
|UEt showed that its needs had changed. 

Jf it's ro roam the world to find the 
cheapest labour, capital rweds it to be 
static. Unemployment and imderemploy- 
nvent in rhe 'Third World' was the pre¬ 
condition for the eKploitacion of migrant 
labour in the postwar periixl, bur now- 
capital needs the poor of the -w orld ro 
stay pur and be exploited at home. This 
evplains (the bit the left doesn-t get) the 
anti-immigration policies pursued so 
fervently by the Labour government. 

Some elements of capital still need 
low-paid ilLcgpl workers, but the greater 
demand is for the fettering of labour 
mohiliry. In other words, to argue that 
immigrants are ‘good for the economy' 
misses the point and reduces the left to 
endorsing the supcr-cjiploiiarion of a 
seeriort of tl-ue working class. What's good 
for the economy isn''t necessarily good 
for those exploited within it. 

Faced with the free movement of 
capital, it's crucial that working class 
organisations fighi for labour's freedom 
of movement and give eontfrcie support 
ro anti-dcporration campaigns. Yet on 
its own this isn’t enough. 

Gipical clearly intends to play sections 
of the working class off against each 
other, switching production from coiinnry 
to country and using illegal labour to 
undercut wages. So it's vital that we 
build solidarity across borders and fight 
for the extension of full employment 
rights, the minimum wage and the right 
to -work legally ro immigrant workers. 

To reduce the anti-raeist argument to 
‘they're good for the economy' just 
serves to tubher-srarap the exploitation 
of both immigrant and host-country 
workers at the hands of those we're 
supposed to opp<]ise. 


Quiz answers 

]. 'I'Ik Jjiunnic amluisjadoi In ChLru. 

2. Wcibbly humLiurhl' L-Eune Jilin. 

3. He suggesHc J ikey |$ut the Al''E(.' 

nwicsa^e jLTCiits. by masif-mobiJlfatwn 
tcL-bniqiws, th«; inEernet, 

cunsciuuily apii^ intl-capilaliKt 
pTotuxturi. 

It wna the ii:hii;le for 1 SI7Di EEti cumjedy 
CiliKer Jicnith, whiLh poked liir Jt the 
pr-ftKiisijijns (sf stmie ‘m-cJulianariei'. 


Commentary 


Primitive 

[ was disappointed hy the first Green 
and Black Rulledn (Freedom, 25th 
October). This isn’t because I’m against 
Freedom covering ecological issues, far 
from It. .A regu lar column on green issues 
would benefit the paper immensely. 
Anarchism and ecology are intertwined 
and any relevant form of anarchism must 
be rooted in an ecological perspective. 

But 1 have reservations about the 
bulletin. 3t says it will be a ‘ptimitivist' 
column, so excluding most forms of 
ecological anarchism from the start. To 
suggest that anarcho-primirivism is ‘green 
anarchism' is blinkered, sectarian and 
false. This, in turn, doesn't fill me with 
confidence thar the column will have 
anything positive to say about eco- 
anarchism or. indeed, anarchism itself. 

[ know It's early days, but to stan off 
by anacking other anarchists for being 
‘reformist' and by proclaiming that it's 
a case of ‘■anarcho-primidvism versus 
anarchism' doesn'r bode well for the 
future. 

In die anicic the Wildfire Collective 
present, the late John Moore says, for 
example,, that 'classical anarchism' 
simply wants TO ‘rework' modern 
society and "remove its worst abuses 
and oppressions" leaving '”99% of life 
... UEtchanged." So the 'worst abuses 
and oppressions' of capiralism account 
for |ust ] % of life? This sounds like a 
comiucnc the apologists for capitalism 
would make. 

Moore also has little trust in the 
creative abilities of the hulk of the 
ptipuladon. He seems to think rhai 
people who'd gone ro the trouble of 
smashing the state and kicking the 
bosses out would stop there, leaving 
industry and technology unchanged; 
That wotkers would continue doing the 
same son of work, in the same way, 
using the same methods as before. But 
all anarchists agree that it isn't enough 
TO get rid of the boss. This is jusT a 
necessary first stept 

Of course 'classical anarchists' doubt 
that workers who use technology and 
work in industry would leave either 
unchanged (see Kropotkin's Conquest 
of Bread!. Actually they wain to liberate 
the technology they use from the 
distornng influences of capiralism, ]ust 
as they want to liberate themselves. 

This will take rime and it will be an 
imperfect process (but primirivists seem 
TO be imp.itierit, subscribing to what 
Kroporkin rightly dismissed as a haimful 
fallacy - rfw idea of a one-day revolution). 
Moore simply distorts the ideas of 
‘classical anarchism'm his asseixious. 

On a different issue, looking at the 
arguments in the Green and Black 
bulletin I’m struck by havf vague 
'anarcho-primitiviEm' is. For example, 
Moore says that the "kind of world 
en^-isaged by anarcho-primitivism is one 
unprecedented in human experience" 
and That "there are no hard-and-fast 
rules" in getting there. In other words, 
we don't know what we want nor how 
to get there! 

Even worse, he says, '‘there can't be 
any limits on the forms of resistance 
and insurgency that might develop." 
Whatever happened to the anarchist 
principle that means shape the ends? In 
other words, there are ‘limits' on 
tactics, as some tactics aren't and never 
can be libertarian. More on this below. 

Incidently, I can't help thinking that 
all this talk of 'civilisation' lets the 
ruling class off the hook, for both our 
and the planet's problems. Instead, 
blame is laid at the feet of 'technology' 
and 'mass society'. So the capitalist 
class ca n rest easy - inj ustice, authority, 


oppression and ecocide aren't their 
fault, they're simply the inevitable 
result of ‘mass society'. 

Rather than seeing power originaring 
in socio-economic relationships, it’s 
rooted in 'the niiichine'. Ironically, this 
is the mirror image of Engels's argument 
ill On .'Authority. For him, technology 
meant that freedom was impossible 
during producrion. He wanred to keep 
technology and dump autonomy. 
PrimitivisEs want to dump technology, 
suggesting that the bulletiii'E commenTS 
on workers' eonttol being "workers' 
self-exploitation’ have more in common 
with classical Marxism than with 
classical anarchism. 

This isn't the only converience with 
Marxism. Primitivism seems to share 
wirh Leninism an obieetivist vision of 
social change. For Leninists, It's the 
economic crisis that puts ‘socialism' 
(that is, stare capitalism) on the agenda. 

Similarly, for the primitivists it's 
when 'civilisation collapses' through 'its 
own volition'. Perhaps this is because 
they know the mass of people view 
their utopia with horror, puite rightly. 
Affer all, Moore doesn't explain bow 
the UK could feed nearly sixty million 
people by pnmitivist (hunting and 
gathering) means. 

Nor should we forget that one of the 
editors of Gteen Anarchist has said he'd 
prefer ‘mass star^-ation' to ‘mass govern¬ 
ment', thar is, existing - ‘mass' - society'. 
Pei haps this explains why, according to 
Moore, primitivism doesn’t “seek to ... 
win converTs". Why bother, when society' 
will colla psc a nd people won’t have a 
choice? The idea of anarchism being 
created from below, by the conscious 
desires of the oppressed for freedom 
and lustice is completely missing. 

What of Moore's comments thar 
civilisation may, perhaps, collapse 
"through our own efforts'* and that 
only "widespread refusal... can abolish 
civilisation"? He doesn't explain how 
this can be achieved if he's not seeking 
‘converts' (that is, if yon’re not 
convincing people of your ideas). 

But as he argues that 'daily life' is 
marked by "internalised patterns of 
obedience," lie implies that, by 'out' in 
‘our own efforts', he means primirivists 
-far from the classical anarchist idea of 
a revolt by the people. He talks of 
‘communities of resistance', yet he 
doesn^ root them in the workplace or 
the neighbtiurhootk hence in practical 
concerns of most people. 

The Wnldfite Collective concurs, 
dismissing "workers’ councils, com¬ 
mittees" out of hand while, apparently, 
subscribing to Mcrfirc's idea of ‘i nter- 
dependent' communities. How such 
communities would communicate, 
never mind work together, without 
federal organisations is left unasked, 
never mind unansw-ered. 

Dismissing the mass of the population 
(the Marking class) as an agent of change 
leaves primitivism wich two options. It 
can either wait for the 'inevitable 
collapse of civilisation' (and while away 
the hours slagging off other anarchisrs 
as reformist) or it can embrace eco- 
vanguardism and celebrate any form of 
'resistance' which may bring the 
glorious day forward. 

This reached its logical conclusion 
some years back, wlicn Green Anarchist 
magazine supported the actions and 
ideas of the (non-anarchist) Unabomber 
and published an article saying that the 
Oklahoma bombers had “rhe right idea. 
The pity was rhat they did not blast any 
more governmeiiT offices . The Tokyo 
sarin cult Itad rhe nghi idea. The pity was 
that in resting the gas a ye-at prior ro 
rhe attack they gave themselves away." 


A subsequeiiT cxc hauge of letters m 
Anarchy magqziEve saw one editor of 
Gteen Anarchist justify this sick, 
authotitanan nonsense as "unmediated 
resistance" conducted "under conditions 
of exiteme repression'*. Which makes 
you ask, ‘resistance' to what exactly.'^ 
Working people? Are they the enemy? 
Well, given Moore's comments a boor 
the mass of people intemahsing 
obedience, perhaps they are. 

As ] said above, no anarchist can talk 
abouc 'any' irveans of 'resistance and 
insurgency' being valid. Libertarian 
ends require libenarian means. Perhaps 
I'm leading too much into the reprinting 
of Moore's anicIc, but given its original 
place of publication - Green Anarchist 
-its uggests a fatal unwillingivess to 
learn from the mistakes of the past and 
an equal unwillingness to develop 
auarcho-primEtivist theory to avoid the 
authoritarian pitfalls Green Anarchist 
jagain! so helpfully and unintentionally 
exposed. 

Perliaps future Green and Black 
Bulletins will address die issues I've raised, 
while opening tSiemselves up to contribu¬ 
tions from OThcr kinds of cco-ana rehists. 

I hope so, bur let's wait and see. 

bln McKay 

It's the elite 

There's a gap in die logic of P,aul Maguire's 
reply to my letter about asylum-seekers 
(Commentary, 25ih October!. He admits 
that many workers oppose immigrution, 
yet he claims these workers are neither 
stupid nor racist. If they're not srupid, 
they must know rhat immigrants arc 
fleeing worse living conditions than 
their own and that deportation often 
means torture or death. Yet, if they're 
nor stupid, if They kmvw all this and 
they still oppose immigration, they must 
surely he racist! If somebody opposes 
immigration, she or he is necessarily 
stupid,, racist or both. 

llsis isn't TO say it's all rheir f,iulT. 
Someone who receives a subsranda rd 
education, who reads The Sun and who 
has never been encouraged to think fot 
hcr or himself, is under a lor of pressure 
TO be stupid and racist, Working class 
illusions aren't surprising, given the 
context - the surprise is rather the fciv 
who manage co atrain crincal awareness 
in spite of the context. 

So it’s no shock rhat many anarchists 
and dissidents are based in colleges. 
Students arc simply more likely than 
uneducated inner-city estate residents to 
develop the critical abilities necessary ro 
understand and atki^pt radical ideas. Even 
Those anarchists and Icftiscs who live on 
estates and work in crap jobs have mostly 
entered this section of the working class 
'from outside’, by way of a university 
education, 

Use idea of 'shared experience' is 
misleading. Whar Paul refers to as 
'shared' needs ate acrually similar or 
homogenous needs. They aren't 
necessarily ‘shared' in the sense of 
giving rise ro collective or reciprocal 
relations. If two people both need a 
house, they can unite to build two 
Jiouses or to lobby the housing authority 
TO do BO. Or they can find a house and 
fight each other over who gers it. There’s 
nothing in the simple facT of similar 
needs that decides the quesTion one way 
or the other as to which they will, or 
should, do. 

I hope, as Paul docs, that white 
workers, black workers and immigrants 
can unite and fight for improved 
services. Bur such a struggle isn't a simple 
or logical outcome of the existence of 
similar needs. The choice to co-operate 
rather iha n compete is a n ethical choice. 


based on a political decision or a high- 
lev-el general analysis (for instance, of 
the w'orld system and the nature of 
class power!. The choice to fight against 
others for scarce resources is also open, 
and most white workers choose rhis 
approach iu relation to immigranrs. 

This is because they rhink they're 
entitled to them whereas immigranrs 
aren't, or because they know that if it 
comes ro a fight in the present policical 
context, rhey and not the immigrants 
would come out on rop. ITic struggles 
Paul and 1 both want can't, therefore, 
come about as a resuir of his proposed 
strategy, but only on the basis of a 
transformative challenge (not merely an 
appeal) to what white workers think 
and do. 

I disagree with Paul about difference 
and identity, because it strikes me thar 
an alternative moveinenr, construcred 
around ‘wliar we l-iave in common', 
founders when the tight for freedom 
and/or welfare comes up againsr things 
'we' don't. How, for insrance, can a fighr 
for disability rights, -or m defence of the 
nomadic and pastoral peoples of West 
Papua, or against s-weatshops, or for 
tolerance for the psycholngically diftwenr, 
or against the economic plunder of the 
'Third World' be fought on the basis of 
'whac we have in common'? 

Are we to ignore these issues or 
dismiss chem as divisive middle class 
fads? Somewhere along the line, 
freedom necessarily exceeds fixity aEid 
sameness, and ncccssitaies a politics of 
difference. Anarchisr hom-ogencity is a 
contradiction in terms. 

I'm not advocating a ‘simple celebmtlon 
of difference', and I find it difficult to 
sec how Deleujte, Guatca ri and Spiva k 
can be accused of 'simple' anyihing - 
quite the opposite, in faerf I wish chese 
authors would write a bic more 
accessibly, bur there's someibing to be 
said for the view that a politics of 
difference as conceived by them can't in 
any way be understood from within the 
confines of the system's ideologies. 
Certainly it has little in common with 
the liberal mnlticulturalism Paul rightly 
opp<iscs. Situacionism, auronomism and 
deep ecology are closer parallels to 
whar I have in mind. 

Siirvce the work ing cLiss is mostly 
subsumed wirhin ruling class ideologies 
and discourses, how can a radical 
politics noc be politics ‘from the outside’ 
of this class, even if it aims co convince 
and mobilise rhcEit? When I wrne of 
figurative nomadism. I'm suggesting 
that rhe working class needs to become 
in a sense 'outside’ wliat it is today in 
order to become in any sense 'our class' 
for anarchists. 

Workers musr undergo a qualitative 
change in their idenrity before they can 
become a revoluTionary force. This 
requires an intensive Icaming/nnleaining 
process, nor a reassertion of a pre¬ 
formed collective identity. Hence, I 
suggest that we stirt 'ourside' the existing 
working class in order to pull rhis class 
‘outside' itself, so it can become wh.it ii 
isn't and thereby achieve something 
incommensurable with Its present 
conception of the world. 

A.ft. 

edibnaia. left 

Still confused? 

As a newcomer to anarchist ideas, I feel 
I can reply to Peter Gibson's letrcr 
without any danger of representing 'the 
anarchist establishment' (Commentary, 
25th Octoberl. I'lJ try to speak plain. 
The state is a concept, but this is a long 
way from saying ‘the stare dtKsn't exist'. 
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How many of those brought up on the Beano realised the serious 
intent behind some of its best-known characters, asks Pirate Ray 



L eo RaKei^dale was mainv 
years a 1 : 0 mie art stahrart. 
Mlnnwt, PEum and EasJs Street 
UR 50, eurrentlj.'showing at 
London^ Cartoon Art Thast 
Museum, is a fifty-year netro- 
spcirtivc of riae irarDDonisE's 
work. Beginning, his eareer as a freelance 
artist for ihe Beano, he'd send his black 
and white drawings from Presron to 
Dundee, where staff arrists at D.C. 
Thompsons would add watercolour, 
ready for letterpress publication. His 
first creation was Little Plum, in April 
I P.S’3, followed m rapid succession hy 
Minnie the Mins thar September and 
the Bash Street Kids in October. 

Baxendale insists that the overriding 
philosophy behind his an is to "oretcome 
the Impersonality of large-scale capitalist 
commodity produnion by putting into 
(his]: drawings an intensity^ of passion 
that would make each printed copy of 
die Beano personal to the child." As a 
result of this spiral of "more passion, 
more response" artistry, he helped the 
com]c''s circulation rise from 400,000 m 
L'?53 to two million by [^fiO. 

Several of the early cartoon strips 
appear in this exhibition having been 
saved from fading by digital copying 
from originals which have to be kept in 
the dark Thcac incluile early appeaf,inccs 
by Little Plum, a native American who 
tended to cause havoc inadvenently and 
who raised cowardice and treachery to 
high ans in order to survive. 

One glorious full-page rendentig from 
I ?5£ shotvs him in full flight, Ijcing 
cltased by his tribe's a rch-enemics, Tlie 
Bears. In hot pursuit, they sport a variety 
of WMDs, such as Elefunt Guns and 
Eearzookas, and carrying a flag crying 
‘honey' which they'd obtained from an 
Itinerant arms dealer (shades of DSEi 
heteb 

Similarly with Minnie the Minx’s 


adventures. She’s described as a street- 
fighring woman by Eaxendale himself. 
Her mam enemies are ‘boys', headteachers, 
careers advisers and, most of all, her 
omnipresent dad. Most of het escapades 
end up with her in general mayhem. 

■nse Bash Srreer Kids, everyone's 
favourite school rebels, ate shown in 
their various attempts to outwit their 
teachers and the authorities, with 
varying degrees of success. A leadini 
character in the gang was apparently 
based on RlchmaJ Crompton's 
'William', who wanted to be a pirare 
when he grew up. Baxcndale used this 
and, by the simple expedient of 
drawing a skull and crossbones on his 
jumper, Ekath's-Head Danny was bam 
(haven't I seen him with other pirates 
and a samba band on recent demos) J. 

Some space is given over to Baxcndale's 
o-wn explanations of his work. He 
elaborates his ideas thus: "an can be 
seductive to the practitioner and 
overwhelm the spectator, and it has 
been variously used In history to 
buttress systems of controlling power 
or, contrawise, to engage in struggle 
against It." Clearly he chose the second 
course himself, and he explains why. 
“The engine of history for artists has 
been economic need - there is the 
possibility to interv^cne In history, to be 
a player, to use art and comedy to 
engage in struggle, if Intent and 
circumstance come sweetly cogethen " 
Tlie middle part of the exhibition 
shows that, from May i960, with Little 
Plum extended to a double page and an 
increased workload, what Baxendnie 
describes as a 'stiffness' crept into liLs 
drawing style. The cartoons begin to 
show a sharper line than the more 
rniunded ones found previously. The 
artist himself also suffered a bout of 
pneumonia at the beginning of 14^1, 
which further affected his work. 


From 1969 he began to suffer from 
swollen knuckles and to tveed drawing 
glasses. He attributes this to the ever- 
increasing workload demanded by the 
corporate entities. They also forced 
him, during the I "^TOs, inco a seven- 
year copyright battle for control of his 
work. Of this period he writes, “inrensc 
drawing requires all of the organism: 
the faculties of the mind and body 
working as one, but rite artist's nervous 
system takes die brunt." 

The last section of Minnie, Plum and 
Bash Srtcet UR 50 concentrates on 
Baxendale's work from the Willy the 
Kid era. It features numerous examples 
of line-drawn characters such as Spony 
Dick and, particularly. Baby Basil. It 
Includes a wonderful set piece drawn 
for the Women Against Pit Closures 
book. Deep Digs, during rhe Miners' 


Strike of 1984-^5. This shows several 
characters doing their bit to run down 
the coal stocks under the ominous 
approach of the police. 

From 199{), Baby Basil appeared In 
the Guardian and Baxendale was able 
to give freer rein ro his political ideas 
for an adult audience. He used the 
opportunity to poke fun at a variety ot 
social attitudes. In one series, diree-year- 
old Basil opines that “boys don't cry," 
only to be castigated by his older friend 
Cynthia for indulging in ’'btological 
determln ist theory" brought on by kids 
being '"marmallsed by Ideology". Tlsese 
strips ran until 1992 when Baxendale 
had ro end them, again due to workload 
(though he continued to produce work 
elsewhere]. 

TTse final exhibit is his poem, written 
specially for the exhibition. In this, the 


four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are 
redirected to the World Bank president's 
front Lawn. Again, quite apt given the 
recent shenanigans in Cancun and else¬ 
where. L«j Baxendale also tells us that 
his cartoons have proi^ded "'a lifelong 
companion of comedy" to walk beside 
him and to nudge against the srraighr 
and narrow |and toj; warn of perils to 
avoid - in particulai; the quack 
prescription of how rhings should be." 
Titered much In this small gem of an 
exhibition to inspire anarchists and 
radicaLs of all hues. 

Minnie, Plum and Bash Street UR ^ Is at die 
Cartoofl AftTflJSl Museian (CAT). 7-lB 
BujnswiGk Cenlre, Bernard Street, London 
WCl, iMitll 24* December. Tel 020 7276 
7172. Leo Baxendale wil be talking at CAT. 
6.3Qpm on 11th tavemtier (tickets i5). 

Hfi oun Mebsjte is at wwn.reaper.oQ.iidc 


BOOKS 


Wildcat: anare^hlsts against 
bombs 

cartoons by [>onalo Rooum 
Freedom Pfess, £3 

My current ilbiary book is a volume of 
the diades of the late Toiy MP and 
Minjsier of Trade, Alan Clark. His 
diaries are bestsellers and they expose, 
devascatingly, the futility'of politics^ the 
way the Civil -Service ensures that nothing 
happens to change the way the machinery 
of government works; the- way p<5liticLans 
love the chauffeur-driven, top-hotel and 
all-expcnses-paid lifestylei the rivalry', not 
bcTween, but tvichin the political parties. 

1 was pulled up sharp by one story 
that Clark tells with pride. As different 
departments of governmenr don't 
consult each other, one was prosecuting 
a firm Cor exporting war material to 
Iraq, while another had given approval. 
The trial collapsed when defence 
counsel suggested that Gark’s 
statement that material for Iraq was 
‘for general engineering purposes' 


could n’r be correct. 

Clark: Well, it's our old friend being 
economicaL, Isn't it) 

Defence Counsel: With the truth? 

Clark: With rhe acrualite. There was 
nothing misleading or dishonest ro 
make a formal or introductory 
comment that the Iraqis would be using 
ihe current orders for general 
engineering purposes. All I didn't say 
was ‘and for making munitions'. 

This scrap of dialogue from real life 
could have been lifted from the 
discussions between Donald Rooum’s 
trudi-seeklng cat and her academic 
friend, the long-legged ibis in Wildcat 
Anarchists againsr Bombs. 

Amairingly, this is the sixth of his 
Wildcat volumes (all published by 
freedom Press, publishers of this 
newspaper). This, in turn, implies that 
Donald must have settled down once a 
fortnight for abour 25 years to persuade 
his cast of characters to be sharp and 
sardonic, from an anarchist standpoint, 
a hour the world they, and we, i nbabir. 


The 'revolting pussycat' has a way of 
sniffing out the unpleasant truths behind 
every political situation, from rhe vital 
roLc of the arms trade in protecting 
British jobs to the equally significant need 
for ill-rewarded illegal immigrants to 
do the really important, but underpaid, 
jolts the British scorn, bur depend up<5n. 
The Wildcat is an anarchist her-oinel 

C.W. 

Wildcat agamst hmbi is available 

from Freedom lor £3 (postage free- Iti the UK, 
atMil elsewJiere}. 


Regime Unclienged 

by Milan Rai 
P(ut£>, £ 10.99 

“Soon Iraqis will see the grear compassion 
of the US," George Bush promised 
earlier this year. Iraqis arc still waiting, 
like everybody else, and on the evidence 
of MIL Rai's new book, we mighr have 
another long wait ro come. The pusEwar 
sequel to the same author's War Plan 


Iraq, Regime Unchanged describes rhe 
mendaciry and political manoeuvring 
chat allowed Bush and Blair to launch 
their assault. 

Mil analyses the options for meaningful 
change in the counrry (unlikely - “’W'ash- 
ington and London had no intention of 
forcing a real ‘regime change' on Iraq 
and, when rhe jeg;ime dissolved ... rhe 
US and UK attempted to rebuild (itj"). 

There are just rwo hopeful signs in an 
orhcrwise grim situarion. The first is the 
extent to which protests nearly undid 
plans for an invasion, at least on this 
side of the Atlantic (something else Mil 
chronicles In some depth). The second, 
purchased at vast human (which means 
Iraqi and civilian] cost. Is that Bush’s 
current rravails render any imminent 
attack on the Iraq's neighbours unlikely. 

But never mind, Gcorgie Baby, 

There's anori^er Aslan dictator who's 
currently riding roughshod over human 
nghts, and in an oil-rich country to 
boot. The on ly difference is that rhe 
president of Kazakhstan is prtvwcstein. 


But what does that matter when you 
know, to paraphrase the words of your 
best buddy, that what you'te doing is 
right? 

TiAy Crowe 

yncltatiged is available fram Reedom 
for £10.99 (sdd £1.11} postage in die UK, 

£2 JO elsewhere) 

FREEDOM 

ANARCHIST BOOKSHOP 
& AUTONOMY CLUB 

B 4 b Whitechapel tSgh Street 
LeiKkn El 7 QX 
tel^ 020 7247 0243 

OPENING HOURS 
Mdh ta Sat 10.30am to Gpm 
TTiurs 10.30am to Spiti 

tou can atea me uir mail order senlu 
Send payment uttli order 
(dketiijes payafate to Freedom Piress) 

Call IIS If you need torther deialls 
















Wey-hfie'heyl! 
Ulwirf hi foranotVwr termS 


ThenewToryleatkf 


wasn't l™?|3romisei3 to movie 
Tory [mlicy tothe potiHcal 
cffltre, tbaiit^s T^Jtty Blairff 


Not^aHl! UcKjy^'^lvvill leadtfiii 
pariy fiom its ctittre’'', and 



tbe idetikf^kiai cervtT'tfgf 
theCotiHTvalivie Partyi^h 
dbcoit rntdwiy' beft^ieen 
Thatdierafnd Gen^feKban t 




* V«ledon't care who w ins, 
heetlf wtesdt[’^s; 11 biit its fon to wac<:h^ 
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Td ELiggc^st ihiii «:onctpHru3l nwHltlEi help 
us understand and get a grasp ot very 
real phenomeria. To use j. scieniit'tc 
esanipLc - clci;cririt>- can't be scen^ smclc, 
tasred, rouctied or heard. We know it 
exists because of ies eftects. We use 
descriptions of rhese etfeers lo budd a 
niixleL. In turn ihe model aids our under¬ 
standing^ crucially, of how we can use 
eleccriciry for our own benefic. 

TKc state is no different. Capitalist 
society is ordered, governed, maintained 
and defended by various systems. 
Collectively these are referred to as the 
stare. To challenge capiralism is ro 
provoke its defences, the law, police, 
army and so on. In their activity, 
anarchists understand this very well, 
Yon couldn't tie an effective anarchist 
without this understanding. Knowing 
the state is necessary to defeating it a nd 
overrhrowing capitalism. 

Tlif state isn't a collection of individuals 
any moie than the army is a collection 
of individuals, iis continued existence is 
due to ies link with society/capitalism. 
]t's the expression and embodimenr of 
rhe ruling class. It represents dicrr iniejesrs 
and nothing more. 

!t only acts coUectively. Ir ignores the 
needs of individuals and denies freedom, 
It has nothing to do wnth ‘beliefs’, 
individual or collective. The state is 
about the ‘haves'' defending themselves 
against the ‘have-nots'. It's ‘held together 
by a single ideology’, capiralism. If you 
don't believe this, look at the law. Why 
does a murderer get a lesser sentence 
than an arsonisc? Et's biecause arsonists 
damage property. Now, who has 
property ... f 

Once you accept rhis truth the rest 
falls into place. The siate has noihing 
to do with genetics, because capitalism 
isn^ genetic. Within capiralism there’s a 
ruling class, bur it isn’t sratic - h changes 
constantly, The owners of British wealth 
arc ever cfuinging, only cheir class 
remains constant. Class is their social 
group's panicLilar relationship with 
productiem. Urey own it. 

The stare represents this class, not 
individuals, and is therefore also a 
constant. Let's put it simply, Pciei: when 
the Stuart or Tudor blcHidhikes fell was 
it the end of the monarchy} Power in 
society isn't genetic. 

I confess I'm confused by the suggestion 
thai w^c have “little or no ability to 
control our destsuies’*. Tlie complete 
opposite is rruc. Humanity survived 
and conc|uered the planet because it 
used rcchnology to ies advantage. We 
broke free from the animal world 
precisely because we controlled our 
destiny. We'J I win real freedom by 
controlling our destiny. 

Finally ‘’most people don't live as 
anarchisrs'' - rruc. But an anarchist's 
|ob isn't to live in any particular way, 
neither in Lmif-ormity or uniform. An 
anarchist's iob is to challer^e^ agitate 
and fight for individual freedom. 
Through rhis fight the state can be 


overthrown along with capitalism and 
we could all live in anarchy. So, arc you 
still confused!^ 

Rob Rodgers 

Mutual respect 

[ can understand why Nick Heath 
might not like my pamphlet. Revolution 
or Reformism (Review, 27th SeptemberJ. 
Bur [ would hope he'd try to be |usr a 
little bit objective. The face Ls chat 
syndicalism was at an impasse, even 
before tlie First ^brld War. By the l92Cte 
it needed to adapt to the realities of the 
rwenrieth century, whicb were Fordism 
I mass consumerism) and social reform. 

The A-lcrrhcim-Jouliaux CGT was an 
attempr to adapt that failed, The CGT 
failed by becoming ever more moderate, 
until it ended up little diffcienr from 
the social dcmocraric rrade unions. The 
rcvokirionarics, cm the other hand, 
continued as though it was srill EB9l>, 
and they became hardly more rhan a 
sect. In my opinion, certain of rhe 
rcformisis' ideas, such as building a 
broad populist coalition, promoting 
coDperadves and mutualisr social sendees, 
had merit and might have formed a 
partial basis fru- a renewal of syndica lism, 
had other condidons been different. 

Nick objects to rhe CGT Economic 
Plan being characterised as ’Proudhonist'. 
^■'cll, that's nor my invention buT rhe 
viewpoint of historians Eugene Saposs 
and Jean Bancal. Argue with them, nor 
me. As for my reducing anarchism ro 
Proudhon, I've never dcmetl the value 
of Bakunin or Kropotkin and their 
developments of Proudhon's thougliT 
I Mutual Aid, in my opinion, is one of 
the greatest anarchist wridngsf. 

But 1 do think that anarchist commun¬ 
ism is a very unlikely basis on which to 
unite people, What’s needed is a broader 
concept - one with which ordinary people 
have some familiarity^. This broader 
concept is mutualism. 

Lany GfimtHHie 

Moral position 

Once again, in Johnny M's piece f'Words 
we use', 11th October) we sec ananchisc 
violence defended by abstract generalisa¬ 
tions. Johnny says that ‘'ruling out a 
robust defence of ourselves is to give 
away a tactical advantage ro the other 
side wdiich, as all experience shows, 
they're sura to exploit, ^ 

What exactly docs a ‘robust defence’ 
involve? 3n practice, what is this Eaciical 
advantage and how i.E it exploited? Does 
It mean that rhe police, for instance, 
will prevent anarchisTS wrecking a 
military installation} The police will 
stop chem any way. But what you can 
be sure of is that the 'robust defence' 
will give a propaganda advantage to rhe 
other side. 

Certainly the main acts of violence 
are committed by governments. Are 
anarch ists therefore to overcome 
govern merit expLoitarion by adopting 
the sante methods? We’re never given 
an explanation in concrete practical 


terms of the need for violence, As to 
‘moralisin', I'm not sure w-hat Johnny 
means. Anarchism is nothing if it isn’t a 
moral philosophy. 

Kelblfi 

New models 

Written patters and balanced discussion 
have their place, but other ways of 
demonstratiE^ and investigating political 
and social ideas may have certain 
advantages. Conipurer models of social 
interactions, wnli their rules, assumptionE 
and variables clearly accessible, may allow 
people Eo get a feeling for rhe patterns 
of behaviour that may follow from a set 
of ideas and how changing some of these 
elements may change the behaviour. 

These models don't necessarily prove 
or disprove social theoricE, bur they could 
engage people who aren't interested m 
reading lots of text, who aren't familiar 
with idcobigical nr academic tenninoJogy. 
And then, of course, provide a point for 
further discussion and ivnting. 

Computer strategy gpmes provide a 
similar experience, although more goal- 
driven. There are many vanarions on tlie 
‘Kingdom'-cype game, based on running 
a state, empire, planer and so on. For 
instance, die more troops garrisoning a 
region, the less likely the population 
may be eo rebel. The essence of playing 
such a game is to divine its hidden rules 
and EO exploit this knowledge. 

EsscnEially, anarchist theorisTS should 
be able to show diat, given an acceptable 
set of human characteristics and a 
realistic environment, a model society 
without a hierarchical leadership should 
he able to from onderly and sustainable 
relationships with each other and the 
environment. People disputing their 
chcories should be able to change the 
model to reflect cheir differenr ideas 
and compare the results, 

Taivl^ Reddick 
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A sideways look 

Since the showing of The Secret 
Policeman last month (a television 
exposure of prejudice within northern 
English police forces). Chief Consiables, 
polidcLins, the media and all rhe Queen’s 
men liave been queuing up to denounce 
police racism. Well, blow me down, the 
police are racist. I'd never have guessed! 

Fortunately, arch-bigot Datud EJunketc 
w^as on hand eo- conform to his stereo¬ 
type. It was all the fault of the BBC for 
’creating' the news that there were racist 
coppers, be said. His civil servants even 
tried to gee the programnire stopped. 
And some coppers have threatened to 
boycott Crimcwatch, which is a bir rich 
given that the programme's one big PR 
exercise for rhe police. Meanwhile the 
undercover reporter who posed as a 
copper still faces charges. Though It's 
hard to see how they'll stick against his 
obvious public incerrsr defence. 

Blunkett did later admit rhaT the 
racism was 'horrendous'. His solution: 
new trainiiTg programmes to root our 
racists. E-ui when the Labour Party’s 
rhetoric over asylum-seekers marches 
the BNP's, you can imagine how well 
[his training is going to work, parttcuLarly 
on people w^ho already think dressing 
up in used bed-linen is a fun way eo 
spend their time. 

It’s also clear that, while Cliief 
Constables base been quick to condemn 
[heir employees, [here's ba rely a squeak 
from the rank and file. Tlie Police 
Eedciatjon said [he racists were wrong, 
bur itself had a go at the BBC for not 
handing over its evidence sooner, where 
presumably it would he buried after 
invesrigarions by, er, ihe police. 

The coppers' union went oil to add 
[bat rhe “quality of training that officers 
receive on issues of equality and diversity' 
is unsatisfactory. This musr change and 
expand to encompass wider training on 
all strands of equality and diversity." 3s 
it |ust me, or have they been infected 
with rhe same management-guru 
bollocks as every orher public body? 

Back in the 'SOs, things were a loc 
clearer. The Police Federanon defended 
on television rhe right of its members to 
call people 'niggicr’. A comrade from 
Tower Hamlets DLrccr Aerion MovemeiiT 
actually got off a charge of insulting a 
black policeman by calling him a trairor 
a her arguing in coun tliat, as coppers 
wfcrc racists, whar he said must be true. 
Whetlier the magisrratc who agreed did 
so because lie shared an analysis of 
racism within the ranks of the police 
was always a mo<jr poinr. 

Do we care rhar there arc racist peJice, 
when we're against almost cvciything 
the police do any way} I have to say 
ihar we should care. Not because we 
imagine rhat racism will go away 
without some major Transformation in 


society. The police, as die stare's repressive 
arm, will reflect [his. 

Bur we should care simply because 
racism is wrong. It's an expression of 
power and an abuse of i[. The IJnired 
Friends and Families Campaign, who 
marched on 2ith Octobei; demand 
justice for loved ones who have died m 
police custody. Many (though uot alii' 
were black. You're certainly far more 
likely to encounter the police or the 
criminal justice system if you’re nor 
white, |usr as you're more likely ro tic a 
vicrim of crime. 

In all the clamour about the 
programme. There was one glimmer of 
how our society has changed. 3 remember 
The iim, Twenty years ago incorrigibly 
racist and full of bile about any anti- 
racist initiative. I read ir after The 
Secret Policeman and its condemnation 
of [hese racist scumbags was more 
fdrrliright rhan Blunketr's. Bur of 
course, rhe same paper carries rhe 
establishment line on refugees and 
immigrants and succours people like 
Blunkett. Such a long way to go.. 

Words we use 

POWER 

This is a concept to which anarchists 
have had an ambivalent telarionshipr 
particularly when [hcy've nor clearly 
disringuished their critique of state power 
from [heir analysis of power in general. 

Capitalists are more powerful than us 
in dirce ways. Because They're richer, 
they can realise more of rheir aims than 
us. Because they're employers, rhey can 
compel us to realise their aims for rheiii 
(but only as a class; nothing forces us ro 
work for Them as individuals). Because 
they have power already, they can gain 
yet more through controlling rhe state. 

To abolish power, the tea lisation of 
desired aims^ isn't possible. Our political 
ptogtamiive is about taking power for 
ourselves, rather rhan allowing it ro be 
exercised at our expense. 

JehiMiy M. 

The quiz 

]. On l5rh March l93J, who did three 
Korean anarchists, Pack Chung-kee, 
Won Sim-changand Lee Gatig-hyon, 
try to assassinate in Shanghai? 

2. Who said, "you can't have boss and 
brains at the same time, Ciet rid of 
one of them"? 

3. At the Asia-Pacific Economic Forum 
in Octobet, what did business 
consultani Robert Lees advocate 
doing to improve capiralists’ image? 

4. ^''har was the Tooting Popular 
Front? 
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